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D C. Man Didn’t Know He Had It

| ' Button Gw1 et
;Sur 1ses Yale, Donor

FOIADb3b

without knowing 1f, a Gov-[a shorf nme aRer signing the

ernment employe from Be- 13ratlon at Philadelphia on
thesda gave his gima mater onu@ 4, 1776. The following

~of the rarest and most valuablglntay 19 he died in a duel in|

of - American hlstorlcal al.(ta-
‘graphs. : Georgia, the colony he repre-

I-. The gift—a document writtén|sented in the Continental Corr-
and signed by Button Gwinnett, |gress.
% 51gnerdof the *Declaration oé The - Yale document is a re:
ndependence—was. anncunce
lvesterday by Yale University. ce}Pt which reads:
lIts do or ls Cral Col at Jr’ Recd OCtOber 12th 1762 of
F ;‘a p%en in, He-|Mr. Benj- Davies One hundred
! Gov, rn
3 e
;%n fﬁ%‘fﬂ er ¢'s class’of shillings & seven pence in Bal-
e olgate said yesterd&y the|lance of all Accounts as wit.

iniversity gave him an opper-{ness my hand—New York. But-
tunity. to take back the docu-{ton Gwinfett.” #
ment, but he decided it should #
‘remain Yale’s property. It was:

included in a group of family
papers Colgate gave to the uni-
versity more than a year ago. °

The document was not im-
mediately discovered.  After
it was found, several months
were requlred to determlne its

..“henticity.

A Gwinnett letter brought
$51,000 in an auction in. 1927,
and a document to which his
name was affixed brought $22.-
500 in 1926. Colgate said these
figures had Tat been - equalled
sinice, but he declined fy::dis-|
close the appraised value of
the new find, -

By contrast, no autograph of
George Washmgton has
_brought more than $9500.

i Gwinnett’s autograph is so
ivaluable because he lived onlyd

.apalystiand seven * pounds fourteen

"His rare sighatir “has ‘been given to Yale University.
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